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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Sunday August 27, 2023 

 
Welcome to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you 
are with us! To all guests and visitors, we especially extend our 
hands of friendship. May God bless the worship time for each one of 
you. Please come again!  

NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your 
convenience and privacy. The nursery has audio and video so you 
may hear and see the worship service while attending to your child.  

Holy Communion is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 
3rd Sundays of the month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays.  

For those wishing to commune at the Lords Table with us today: 
The Lutheran practice of close Communion attempts to prevent a 
person from eating and drinking judgment on himself (1 Corinthians 
11:23–30). Thus, attendance at the Lords Supper implies a four-level 
commitment to Christ. We believe that communicants must: (1) be 
baptized Christians; (2) accept the real presence of Christs body in 
the bread and His blood in the wine; (3) confess and repent of ones 
sins and trust that God offers complete forgiveness of those sins in 
this Sacrament; and (4) share oneness of faith, doctrine and practice 
among those who commune. Those wishing to commune with us 
today who have not done so previously, please see the pastor or an 
elder before the service begins. (Grape juice is available for those 
who do not drink alcohol, and gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request.) 

Para aquellos que desean participar en la Santa Cena con 
nosotros hoy: La práctica luterana de la comunión intenta evitar que 
una persona coma y beba el juicio de Dios sobre sí mismo (1 
Corintios 11:23–30). Por lo tanto, la asistencia a la Cena del Señor 
implica un compromiso de cuatro niveles con Cristo. Creemos que 
los comulgantes deben: (1) ser bautizados como cristianos; (2) 
aceptar la presencia real del cuerpo de Cristo en el pan y Su sangre 
en el vino; (3) confesar y arrepentirse de sus pecados y confiar en 
que Dios ofrece el perdón completo de esos pecados en este 
Sacramento; y (4) compartir la unidad de fe, doctrina y práctica entre 
los que comulgan. Aquellos que desean comulgan con nosotros hoy 
que no lo han hecho anteriormente, por favor vean al pastor o un 
anciano antes de que comience el servicio. (El jugo de uva está 
disponible para aquellos que no beben alcohol, y hostias libres de 
gluten están disponibles bajo petición.) 
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+ PREPARATION + 
 

Title: “The Rock from Which You Were Hewn” 
 
As We Gather: Throughout the Bible, we find God sculpting rocks, 
constructing with rocks, and protecting others by means of rocks. 
Ever the master architect, the Lord uses rocks to accomplish His 
purposes. More than that, the Lord Himself is our rock, the One in 
whom we have lasting and eternal security. “Built on the Rock the 
Church shall stand,” we sing (LSB 645:1). How do we stand? The 
prophet Isaiah tells us: “Look to the rock from which you were hewn” 
(Isaiah 51:1). When we see our God as the rock from whom we come 
and by whom our lives are built, we find that He alone is our lasting 
foundation, our mighty fortress, and the reason why we gather to 
worship today. 
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome  
 
Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation tune: Regent Square 

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ, our head and cornerstone, 
Chosen of the Lord and precious, Binding all the Church in one; 
Holy Zion’s help forever And our confidence alone. 
 
To this temple, where we call You, Come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; 
Come with all Your loving-kindness, Hear Your people as they pray; 
And Your fullest benediction Shed within these walls today. 
 
Grant, we pray, to all Your faithful All the gifts they ask to gain; 
What they gain from You, forever With the blessèd to retain; 
And hereafter in Your glory Evermore with You to reign. 
 

D    Praise and honor to the Father, Praise and honor to the Son, 
Praise and honor to the Spirit, Ever three and ever one: 
One in might and one in glory While unending ages run! 
Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation, Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt., Text: 
Public domain 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Opening Scripture from Psalms 62 and 18 

P Yes, my soul, find rest in God; 

C my hope comes from Him. 
  

P Truly He is my rock and my salvation; 

C He is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 
  

P My salvation and my honor depend on God;     

C He is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
  

P Trust in Him at all times, you people; 
pour out your hearts to Him,     

C for God is our refuge. 
  

P I called to the Lord, who is worthy of praise,     

C and I have been saved from my enemies. 
  

P The Lord lives! Praise be to my Rock! 

C Exalted be God my Savior! 
  

P He is the God who avenges me, 
who subdues nations under me, 

C who saves me from my enemies. 
  

P Therefore I will praise You, Lord, among the nations;     

C I will sing the praises of Your name. 

  
Confession and Absolution LSB 728; 761; 575/576 

P That we may rest on Jesus and His unchanging grace, let us 
with repentant hearts confess our sins in the presence of God 
and of one another.  

(We observe a moment of silence for personal prayers of 
confession.)  

P How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith 
in His excellent Word! 

C Heavenly Father, Your Word tells us that we all have sinned 
and fall short of Your glory. By what we have done and by 
what we have failed to do, we have lived shaky lives that 
falter when we do not stand firm in You. 
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P Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee! 

C Lord Jesus, have mercy upon us. You are the rock of ages 
in whom we find protection and deliverance. 

  

P On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking 
sand! 

C Holy Spirit, enable us to trust the promises of Your Word, 
confident in the forgiveness of sins found in Christ Jesus, 
our solid rock. Amen. 

  

P Upon this your confession, I am blessed to proclaim the certainty 
of God’s saving grace to all of you! In the stead and by the 
command of our Lord Jesus Christ, our mighty rock and fortress, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
the rock from which we have been hewn. Help us rest securely 
in Your promises and find strength in Your mighty deliverance; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sharing The Peace of the Lord 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 
+ THE WORD + 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 51:1-3 (ESV) 

1“Listen to Me, you who pursue righteousness, 
 you who seek the LORD: 
look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
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2Look to Abraham your father 
 and to Sarah who bore you; 
for he was but one when I called him, 
 that I might bless him and multiply him. 
3For the LORD comforts Zion; 
 He comforts all her waste places 
and makes her wilderness like Eden, 
 her desert like the garden of the LORD; 
joy and gladness will be found in her, 
 thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle Reading Romans 11:33-36: 12:1-8 (ESV) 

33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! 

34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
 or who has been His counselor?” 
35“Or who has given a gift to Him 
 that He might be repaid?” 

36For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be 
glory forever. Amen. 
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.  3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you 
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think 
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God 
has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and the 
members do not all have the same function, 5so we, though many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
6Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use 
them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7if service, in our serving; 
the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who 
leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Lambs’ Lesson Pr. Jim Sprengle 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 16:13-20 (ESV) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He 
asked His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but My Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20Then He 
strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that He was the Christ.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Prayer/Love in Action Requests Gathered 

 
Built on the Rock 

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand  
Even when steeples are falling. 
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land;  
Bells still are chiming and calling, 
Calling the young and old to rest, 
But above all the souls distressed, 
Longing for rest everlasting. 
 
Surely in temples made with hands 
God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
High above earth His temple stands, 
All earthly temples excelling. 
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 
Chooses to live with us in love, 
Making our bodies His temple. 
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We are God’s house of living stones, 
Built for His own habitation. 
He through baptismal grace us owns 
Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 
Were we but two His name to tell, 
Yet He would deign with us to dwell 
With all His grace and His favor. 
 
Here stands the font before our eyes, 
Telling how God has received us. 
The altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice 
And what His Supper here gives us. 
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim 
Christ yesterday, today, the same, 
And evermore, our Redeemer. 
 
Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 
That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 
Where Christ His message is bringing: 
“I know My own; My own know Me. 
You, not the world, My face shall see. 
My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 
Built On The Rock, Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, 
alt., Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon Pr. Jim Sprengle 
“BEHIND IT ALL” Matthew 16:13-20 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 
earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Tithes and Offerings 

 
"Rock Of My Salvation"  
Words and Music by Teresa Muller –  
Carlyn Staudt and Mark Wheeler, duo 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God, built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the 
cornerstone. 

 We rest securely in Your promises, gracious God, and come into 
Your holy presence with thanksgiving and gratitude in our hearts. 
Every day, in each and every way, we see all that Your mighty 
hand has provided to give us everything that we are and 
everything we possess. Because we are completely dependent 
upon Your hand to guide us and provide for us, Lord, be our rock 
of refuge, 

C to which we can always go. 
  

P In Holy Baptism, You have anchored us in Your Word and united 
us with Christ Jesus. Your Spirit will never forsake Your own, for 
we rest securely in the blood and righteousness our Savior has 
given to us and to all who trust in Him. Enable Your Church to 
proclaim the Good News of Jesus until the day He comes again 
in all power and glory. Until that day when every knee shall bow 
before You, lead our hearts to believe and our mouths to confess 
Your saving name. Lord, be our rock of refuge, 

C to which we can always go. 
  

P Without Your aid, O Lord, we fail. When we falter and fall, uplift 
us by Your grace. Be near to the downtrodden, the heart-broken, 
and the weary. Steady the knees that give way, reminding those 
with fearful hearts that You alone are the God who saves. 
Stretch out Your arm to be a shield and fortress for all who are in 
harm’s way. Inspire us by the sacrifice of those who lay down 
their lives for our benefit. Give courage to those who walk 
through times of temptation and testing, helping them to know 
You are the God who provides hope for all who seek You. Lord, 
be our rock of refuge, 

C to which we can always go. 
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P Many among us are suffering and in great need, O Lord. We 
name before You those we know and love whose concerns are 
known to You, the One who knows all things. Answer their 
prayers and, according to Your good and gracious will, enable 
them to gratefully receive all You give. We pray for those who 
are in need within our congregation and among our families and 
friends...Lord, be our rock of refuge, 

C to which we can always go. 
  

P For those celebrating this week...Lord, be our rock of refuge, 

C to which we can always go. 
  

P Built on the rock of Jesus and His mighty Word, we have hope in 
this world because of the certainty we have of life forever with 
You. Use honesty to disrupt us, hope to sculpt us, joy to 
construct us, peace to protect us, and faith to persist in us. Help 
us to see how awesome You are, O Lord! We know Your Word 
is faithful and true because You alone are the rock from which 
our lives have been hewn and in whom we rest securely. Into 
Your merciful care we commend ourselves and all for whom we 
pray, ever trusting in Your grace and mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer (sung) 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth, as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,  
and lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil,  
for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer, music by Albert Hay Malotte. Copyright © 1935 (renewed) by G. Schirmer, Inc.  All rights 
reserved.  Used by permission under CCLI License #759893. 

 
(8:30am service, please turn to page 12 for the benediction.) 

 
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

We believe in the real presence of the body and blood of Christ 
in Holy Communion.  

Here our Lord offers to us the forgiveness of all our sins. 
(Grape juice is available in the center of the trays for those who do 

not drink alcohol, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.) 
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Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 
 

One Bread, One Body  

Refrain:  One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 
one cup of blessing which we bless, 
And we, though many, throughout the earth, 
we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
woman or man, no more. (refrain) 
 
Many the gifts, many the works, 
one in the Lord of all. (refrain) 
 
Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
gathered to one, for all. (refrain) 
One Bread, One Body, Text and music  © 1978, 1989  John B. Foley, S.J., and OCP. All rights reserved.  
Used by permission under OneLicense, LLC annual license # A-729093  

 
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 
 

Not the labors of my hands Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and Thou alone. 
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Nothing in my hand I bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling. 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; Wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee. 
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me, Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78, Text: Public domain 

 
Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. 

 We look to You, most gracious Savior, as the rock from which 
we have been hewn. We thank You for Your saving blood and 
cleansing righteousness, which we have received in Your most 
sacred Meal. Reign in our hearts by Your Holy Spirit so that we 
may stand securely on the solid promises of Your mighty Word; 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord alone is our rock and our refuge, our fortress and our 
deliverer. His blessing be upon us as we go forth in His name.  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Announcements 

(See the FYI in the back of the Bulletin for more information.) 

 
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

1 My hope is built on nothing less  
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.  

 
Refrain;  On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 
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2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil. (refrain) 

 
3 His oath, His covenant and blood 

Support me in the raging flood; 
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. (refrain) 

 
4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Redeemed to stand before His throne! (refrain) 

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less, Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt., Text: Public domain 

 
Dismissal 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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Thank you to Wendy Hazen for the lovely Altar flowers, 
in honor of Grace and Kelly’s birthdays. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AUGUST 27, 2023 
CHOIR BEGINS THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 
All singers are invited to join our choir! Just show up and you are a 
member. Choir practice is each Thursday at 7:00pm. 

† WOMEN’S RETREAT – SAVE THE DATE 

Seaside Oregon Beach Retreat for women of Ascension! January 12, 
13 and 14, 2024. Talk to Michele Sprengle or Jan Oswald if you are 
interested in attending! Many more details to come. 
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ASSISTING IN SERVICE SUNDAY, AUG. 27, 2023 
 8:30am 11:00am 
Elder: Bruce Blubaum Herb Hoefer 
Acolytes:   
Ushers: Stan Chapulis Matthias McInaney  
 Jim Eckart Evan Kreps 
  Eric Kreps 
  Marcus Young 
Audio/Visual: Michele Sprengle Laura Potter 
PowerPoint:  Jenny Schuldheisz Rebecca Williamson 
Greeters: Sheryl Maier Riki Neagle 
Readers:  Jim Eckart Karon Keup 
Altar Guild: Both Services Karen Zahursky 
Flowers: Both Services Wendy Hazen 
Counters: Both Services Bonnie Webber and 
  Rebecca Williamson 

 

ASSISTING IN SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY, SEPT. 3, 2023 
 8:30am 11:00am 
Elder: Randy Schroeder John Hazen 
Acolytes:   
Ushers: Bob Rekdahl Matthias McInaney  
 Jim Eckart Marcus Young  
 Stan Chapulis  
 NEEDED  
Audio/Visual: Teresa Osgood NEEDED 
PowerPoint:  Taylor Osgood Rebecca Williamson 
Greeters: Elizabeth Alvarado Carrie Graham 
 Margo Bachhuber 
Readers:  Randy Schroeder Carlyn Staudt 
Altar Guild: Both Services Virginia Jacobs 
Flowers: Both Services Debbie Noonan 
Counters: Both Services Karon Keup and  
  Sheryl Maier 
 
 

† PRAYER NEEDS?  
Contact the church office with any requests, please e-mail: 
office@alcportland.org or call 503-665-8821 Monday through Friday 
9am to 3pm. 
 

mailto:office@alcportland.org
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† MILESTONES - SUN., AUGUST 27 – SEPTEMBER 2 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS:  
Karen Arronson Sept. 1 

BIRTHDAYS 

Randy Schroeder Aug. 27 Carlyn Staudt Aug. 27 

Brooklyn Spencer Aug. 28 Linda Byers Aug. 29 

Scott Fabbri Sept. 1 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 
None 
 

EVENTS THIS WEEK – SUN., AUG 27 - SAT., SEPT. 2 
Sunday, Aug. 27 8:30am Worship  
 9:45am  Education Hour 
  11:00am Worship with Communion 
  5:00pm NO Spanish Worship this week 
 6:00pm Online Worship Posted 
Wednesday, Aug. 30 2:00pm Crafting Get-Together 
Thursday, Aug. 31 6:00pm NO Praise Team 
Friday, Sept. 1 6:30pm Noche Familiar 
Saturday, Sept. 2 10:00am LWML Planning Meeting 
 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK – SUN., SEPT. 3 - SAT., SEPT. 9 
Sunday, Sept. 3 8:30am Worship with Communion 
 9:45am  Education Hour 
  11:00am Worship  
  5:00pm Worship in Spanish  
 6:00pm Online Worship Posted 
Tuesday, Sept. 5 6:00pm Elder Meeting 
Wednesday, Sept. 6 2:00pm Crafting Get-Together 
Thursday, Sept. 7 6:00pm Praise Team 
 7:00pm Choir Practice 
Friday, Sept. 8 6:30pm Noche Familiar 
 

† PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR:  
Carol Hoefer, The family of Brayson Pardue, Diana Laxton, Carolyn 
Barendse, Herb Reiniger’s brother, Gina Kreps, Kevin McInaney, 
Randy Bryant’s Brother, Alma Bangs, Judy Blubaum, Robert (Virginia 
Jacobs’ Brother), Cindy Linnemann, Brian Laxton, Karla Deal, Mike 
Fogarty, Mike Hatley, Lorraine Haggard, Esperanza Gutierrez, Kim 
Laxton, Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), *Barbara 
Schrader, *Larry Hart. *Home Bound. 



16 

† PRAYER FOR OUR MILITARY 

Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of 
Rebecca Williamson);  
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and 
Merci McInaney);  
Clayton Wright, Air Force – (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Colton Wright, Navy — (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson). 
 
 

 
 

1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821  Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement:  
~Go and Share Jesus Christ~  

Our Vision Statement:  
“Take part…Join Jesus on His mission.”  

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s 
witnesses in Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of 
the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the 
Triune God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left 
His home in Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all 
peoples of the world, and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and 
the devil, that we too might live with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates 
faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three 
Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, co-equal and co-eternal. The core 
teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can be summarized in three 
short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone.  
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