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The Acts of Ascension

Through
My
Window

By: Pastor

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ!

% “Teacher which is the great commandment in the
Law?” ¥ And [Jesus] said to him, “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your, mmd ® This is the great and first
commandment. ** And a second is like it: You shall love
your neighbor as yourself. *° On these two
commandments depend all the Law and the

Prophets,” (Matthew 22:36-40 ESV).

In recent news stories out of Louisiana, the legislature
passed a law requiring the Ten Commandments to be
posted in the classrooms of all public schools. Whether
this law will hold up in the courts is another story, as
many argue it is unconstitutional. The lawmakers in
Louisiana passed this law partly because they believe
our schools and America as a country were founded on
the Ten Commandments and that they should be
posted, if nothing else, as a nod to our history. My
question to you, along with all Americans who see the
Ten Commandments as foundational to our lives and
American history: Do you know the Ten
Commandments by heart? My guess is that 3-5% of
Americans know them, but | have no statistics to back
this up. So, if the Ten Commandments are so vital to
our lives, why do we know so little about them?

A lawyer (a person who interpreted the law of the Old
Testament) approached Jesus and asked what the
most important commandment is. It was a trap to see if
Jesus would pick one part of the law as important at the
expense of another. Today, we sometimes see this in
politics when a reporter asks a “gotcha” question that
cannot be answered satisfactorily. However, Jesus is
God, and so He has the perfect answer. He says to
love God with your whole being and to love your
neighbor as yourself. I'm not sure about you, but that is
a very simple summary of the Ten Commandments that
| can remember by heart!

Please do not take this as an encouragement to never
learn the Ten Commandments, because you cannot
know what it means to love God and your neighbor
without understanding each commandment. The main
point is that the Ten Commandments will not do much

posted on the wall, but they will do amazing things
when we learn them by heart and carry them with us
always. The commandments are based on love—love
for God and love for neighbor. When love becomes
the driving force, lives change for the better. When
love is the driving force, powerful things occur, like
God the Father sending His Son to die for us and for-
give us. Love sent our Savior to bring us forgiveness,
life, and salvation.

Please take the time to learn the Ten Commandments
by heart, along with their meaning as found in Luther’s
Small Catechism. Once you have done that, you are
free to sum up the Ten Commandments by saying,
“‘Love God and love your neighbor.”

Loved by God,

e

oS

Pr Jim

iGracia y paz a vosotros de parte de Dios nuestro Pa-
dre y del Senor Jesucristo!

% “Maestro, (,cual es el mandamiento mas importante

de la ley? ¥ ——“Ama al Sefior tu Dios con todo tu cora-
zb6n, con todo tu ser y con toda tu mente” —le respon-
di6 Jestis—. * Este es eI primero y el mas importante
de los mandamientos. *° El segundo se parece a éste:
“Ama a tu préjimo como a ti mismo.” *° De estos dos
mandamientos dependen toda la ley y los profetas,”
(Mateos 22:36-40 NVI).

En noticias recientes de Louisiana, la legislatura apro-
b6 una ley que requiere que los Diez Mandamientos
se coloquen en las aulas de todas las escuelas publi-
cas. Que esta ley se sostenga en los tribunales es
otra historia, ya que muchos argumentan que es in-
constitucional. Los legisladores de Louisiana aproba-
ron esta ley en parte porque creen que nuestras es-
cuelas y Estados Unidos como pais se fundaron sobre
los Diez Mandamientos y que deberian publicarse, al
menos, como un guifio a nuestra historia. Mi pregunta
para usted, junto con todos los estadounidenses que
ven los Diez Mandamientos como fundamentales para
nuestras vidas y la historia de Estados Unidos:
¢,Conoce los Diez Mandamientos de memoria? Su-
pongo que entre el 3 y el 5% de los estadounidenses
los conocen, pero no tengo estadisticas que lo respal-
den. Entonces, si los Diez Mandamientos son tan vita-
les para nuestras vidas, ¢,por qué sabemos tan poco
acerca de ellos?

Un abogado (una persona que interpretaba la ley del
Antiguo Testamento) se acerco a Jesus y le pregunto
cual era el mandamiento mas importante.

(Continua en la pagina 3)
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BOBBIE ADAMS
IS BAPTIZED

Welcome to Bobbie Adams as she was baptized
Sunday, June 23rd. She and several others were
also reaffirmed or accepted in membership to our
Ascension family that day. What a blessing!

From left to right:

Barbara Conway - Affirmation of Faith
Jim Conway - Adult Confirmation
Mike Adams - Adult Confirmation

Bobbie Adams - Adult Confirmation

Thursday, Aug. 22

Please submit
articles on time.
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PASTOR'S MAY REPORT

Deaths / Funerals / Memorials —

Bob Rekdahl — died June 8, service July 20, at 1:00pm
at Ascension

Baptisms —

Bobbie Adams, baptized on June 23, 2024

Transfers, New Members, etc. —

New members welcomed at Rite of Reception, June 23
Mike and Bobbie Adams — Adult Confirmation
Jim Conway — Adult Confirmation
Barbara Conway — Reaffirmation of Faith

Latino Membership —

Planning a retreat to Lincoln City over the weekend
of July 19-21.

Circuit Visitor Info —

Immanuel, Sandy - I'm still covering one Sunday
per month (and any 5th Sundays too)

Christ the Vine, Damascus — Vicar Jesse Brubaker
will be ordained and installed at Christ the Vine
at 2:00pm on Sunday, August 25, 2024.

Miscellaneous —
Property Management

The Voters Assembly voted for the installation
of a fence on the south, east, and north
property line, and the contractor will begin
work on July 8.

Installation of lighting behind the sanctuary
cross, along with updating the main lighting
in the overhead light fixtures were
completed in June.

Mission Board

June 30 Mission Sunday and support for Child
Beyond.

Outreach Board

Began setting up an outreach table at the
Rockwood People’s Market.

Set up a table at the Juneteenth celebration in
Vance Park. Gave out several hundred
Gospel bracelets, many Bibles, and many
conversations with people in the community.

Human Care Board

Planning a school backpack fundraiser and
handout for August.

Youth Board

Wyatt Brown was elected at Chair of the Youth
Board.

Meeting regularly for planning youth and family
activities.

Planning a youth and family night for Friday,
July 26.

THROUGH MY WINDOW

(Viene de la pagina 1)

Era una trampa para ver si Jesus escogia una parte de la ley como importante a expensas de otra. Hoy en dia,
a veces vemos esto en la politica cuando un reportero hace una pregunta que no puede ser respondida
satisfactoriamente. Sin embargo, Jesus es Dios, y por eso El tiene la respuesta perfecta. Dice que ames a Dios
con todo tu ser y que ames a tu préjimo como a ti mismo. No estoy seguro de ti, jpero ese es un resumen muy
simple de los Diez Mandamientos que puedo recordar de memorial

Por favor, no tomes esto como un estimulo para nunca aprender los Diez Mandamientos, porque no puedes
saber lo que significa amar a Dios y a tu préjimo sin entender cada mandamiento. El punto principal es que los
Diez Mandamientos no haran mucho para colgarlos en la pared, pero haran cosas asombrosas cuando los
aprendamos de memoria y los llevemos siempre con nosotros. Los mandamientos se basan en el amor: amor a
Dios y amor al préjimo. Cuando el amor se convierte en la fuerza motriz, las vidas cambian para mejor. Cuando
el amor es la fuerza motriz, suceden cosas poderosas, como que Dios el Padre envie a Su Hijo a morir por
nosotros y perdonarnos. El amor envié a nuestro Salvador para traernos perdén, vida y salvacion.

Por favor, tdmese el tiempo para aprender los Diez Mandamientos de memoria, junto con su significado tal
como se encuentra en el Catecismo Menor de Lutero. Una vez que hayas hecho eso, eres libre de resumir los
Diez Mandamientos diciendo: “Ama a Dios y ama a tu préjimo.”

Amado por Dios,

Pes—

Pr Jim
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JULY-AUGUST BIRTHDAYS JULY-AUGUST BAPTISMS

Luis Yarel Lavadores ~ 7/2 Suzy Lambert 8/12 Kaydence Altizer mn Gabrielle Webber 7125
Fredia Moore 712 Cindy Reinert 8/13 Don Brown mn Ayde Alvarado 7127
David Tatum 713 Elaine Miller 8/14 Michele Sprengle 7 Jennifer Alvarado 7127
Joshua Mundo 714 Seydi Moreno 8/14 John Knoke 713 Victor Alvarado 7127
Fabian Avendano 716 Randy Bryant 8/16 Susan Rotramel 713 Keilynne Woods 7127
Merci McInaney 7 John Aden 8/17 Millie Edwards 714 Keilah Woods 7128
Travis Osgood 710 Barbara Conway 8/18 Maxine Markwart 714 Trever Fogarty 81
Nancy Thomas 712 Ellen Rawls 8/18 Mark Wheeler 714 Travis Osgood 81
Danny Graham 714 Rev. Dan Parshall 8/19 Teresa Osgood 716 Barbara Schrader 8/5
Greg Zahm 7116 Matthias Mclnaney 8/21 Roberta Ritchie 716 Otto Reinert 8/7
Lorraine Haggard 7/25  John Haase 8/22 Randy Bryant 7/8 Doug Whittier 8/7
Barbara Schrader 7/26  Taylor Osgood 8/22 Debbie Rekdahl 7/8 Danny Graham 8/14
Luis Interian 7129 Grace Fogarty 8/24 Jan Oswald 710 Marty Blankenburg 8/16
Josue Aguilar 7/30  Andrew Freeman 8/25 Sue Wentela 711 Barbara Lewis 8/17
Erika Teyema 7130 Bob Ritchie 8/25 Haylee Harris 72 Rev. Dan Parshall 817
Teresa Osgood 8/2 Lance Deal 8/26 Dave Oswald 7115 KaiLeah Woods 8/20
Will Teyema 8/2 Randy Schroeder 8/27 Katie Nelson mr Don Farabee 7/30
Jim Eckart 8/5 Carlyn Staudt 8/27 Ginny Whitney mi Parker Farabee 7130
Trever Fogarty 8/6 Chad Zeebuyth 8/27 Dakota Saunders mi Seth Farabee 7130
Barbara Lewis 8/7 Sandy Longstreth 8/28
Lesly Aguilar 8/8 Scott Oswald 8/28
Don Brown 8/8 Brooklyn Spencer 8/28 J U LY-AU G U ST AN N IVE RSARI Es
Rosalba Lavadores  8/8 Linda Byers g/29  Jerryand Aima Bangs July 4, 1999
Dave Oswald 8/8 ) Rich and Hilary Sylvia July 6, 2016
- ‘ : B Kris and Barbara Cochran July 10, 1976
( , ‘ P. Jim and Michele Sprengle July 10, 1994
x Mike and Linda Fogarty July 12, 1980
&( u Harold and Sue Lewis July 14, 2007
J y Chad and Audrey Zeebuyth July 26, 2003
Don and Clydette Hilliard July 31, 1976
God'’s blessings and congratulations to all who are Erik and Celia Kreps Aug 1, 1998
celebrating special days in July and August. Did we D'on and Norma Dillon Aug. 2, 1370
miss your special date? Please let the office know Tim and Karla Deal Aug 4, 1979
so we can get our records corrected for next year! Bill and Sylvia Guthrie Aug 6, 1959
Herb and Carol Hoefer Aug 13, 1966

Congratulatlons to Jim and Barb Conway.
They weré married on May 4, 2024
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‘the Gospel!

And he said to them, "Go into all the
world and proclaim the gospel to
the whole creation" (Mark 16:13).

2024 LWML Oregon District
Convention
June 21-22, 2024
Living Savior Lutheran Church
Tualatin, Oregon

Pictured (Left) our
newly elected
District President
(Deb Weaver) is
recognized by our
outgoing
President, Carol
Reis. Pictured
(Below) are our
new District

Tu tienes un Amigo gue te ama,

—

' '§ x te ama, te ama.

g 3 A Tu tienes un Amigo que te ama

5 > 3 Su nombre es Jesus.

£3 A
3 =<

3

E 2 Que te ama, que te ama,

£ e Que te ama, si, con tierno amor.
o

Que te ama, que te ama,
Su nombre es Jesus.

Elizabeth L.

VP of Special

Ministries;
Heart to Heart Many Displays to view and Hand-
Young Women Outs for us to share during

Thank you for your Gifts from the Heart
Donations for those with Special Needs
in Able Light Grouo Homes in OR.
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* % & Kk Kk Kk Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas
** ** ** ** ** i (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);
* ok ok ok ok Jamie Wong-Lopez, Navy — Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii
* Kk ok ok ok ok
* % % * K (nephew of Merci Mclnaney);
*********** Clayton Wright, Osan Air Base, South Korea — (grandson
* Kk Xk k % Xk of Virginia Jacobs);
= ‘ — ! | Colton Wright, Navy — (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);
)v /(v /(v p I‘yler You)ng, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen
' . rronson).

Bradley Zeller, Army — Fort Lewis (grandson of Neil and

"
Deb Zeller)

PRAY FOR OUR MILITAR Kyle %eellllgrr), Army — Ft. Hood TX (grandson of Neil and
PLEASE REMEMBER THEM IN PRAYER

The family of Carolyn Barendse, Debbie Rekdahl, Karla Deal, Jan Galberth, Jim Eckart, Gina Kreps, Herb and
Carol Hoefer, Mike Fogarty, Mae Smith, Gertrud Bublies, Alma Bangs, Randy Bryant’s brother, Kaye
Beaulieu’s Brother (Dick), Mel Haggard, Eileen Hatley, Virginia Jacob’s brother (Robert), Esperanza Gutierrez’
mother (Antonia), *Barbara Schrader, *Larry Hart, *Lorraine Haggard. *Home Bound. *

If you know of anyone who needs prayer and you have permission to include them in this publication, Please
call the church office to let Michele know. 503-665-8821

If you would like to be a “link” in our prayer chain, or if you have a prayer request, please send an email to:
office@alcportland.org or call: 503-665-8821

Extreme Youth and Family Event

Join us for an unforgettable evening of fun, fellowship, and transformation at our
"Extreme Transformation" event! Based on Romans 12:2, “Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.” We'll gather to renew our minds
and spaces in preparation for the upcoming year.

_/' Date: Friday, July 26

© Time: 5:30 PM - 8:00 PM

T Location: Community Room

W Who: Youth (under 30) & Parents

Our agenda for the evening includes:

%7 Fellowship: Connect with friends and make new ones as we work together.
< Pizza Dinner and Games: Enjoy a delicious pizza feast with your church family.

»
X% Transformation: Help us “transform” the Youth and Family Room for a fresh start.

Don’t miss out on this incredible opportunity to make a difference and have a blast! Bring
your energy, creativity, and appetite as we transform our space and our hearts. (Romans
12:1-2)

See you there! i/
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Human Care Board School Supplies Fundraiser!

The Human Care Board is gathering donations to give school supplies to children in
our community and My Father’s House for the 2024-2025 school year. The goal is to
provide school supplies to children from kindergarten through fifth grade. We are
purchasing a specific list of materials for donations in bulk. Our desire is to give 200
students school supplies this year. The donations will take place as free will offerings
after church from Sunday, July 7 to Sunday, August 4. Here are some important
dates when we will need your help:

+ July 31: Wednesday at 2:00pm in the Community Room — Prepare bags with
supplies

+ August 10: Saturday from 1:00-3:00pm at the north parking lot — Hand out bags
to the public

Please talk to Pastor Jim to support this much needed outreach.

Friendship Sunday and
LL CHURCH

OTLUCKH

ONE WORSHIP

Join us Sunday, August 25 at 10:30am for our annual all church worship! A potluck
lunch to follow in the Community Room. The church will provide main course, drinks
and dinnerware for all. The congregation is invited to supply their favorite sides and
desserts! Invite your friends and family and plan to join us for Worship, Fellowship,
Food, and Fun at Ascension’s annual gathering. Remember just ONE service that

“" BE SURE TO BRING A FRIEND!

HOSPITALITY NEEDS HELPERS ON THE DAY OF THE PICNIC: Contact the
church office if you can help: Call (503) 665-8821 or email office@alcportland.org

FOOD NEEDS:

Check out the list in the narthex to sign up for items to bring! If you cannot
contribute, please do not let that keep you from coming.
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