
 

 

  

 

 

  

Ascension Lutheran Church
“A Church for Families, a Family for Everyone”



2 

THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Sunday August 6, 2023 

 
Welcome to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you 
are with us! To all guests and visitors, we especially extend our 
hands of friendship. May God bless the worship time for each one of 
you. Please come again!  

NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your 
convenience and privacy. The nursery has audio and video so you 
may hear and see the worship service while attending to your child.  

Holy Communion is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 
3rd Sundays of the month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays.  

For those wishing to commune at the Lords Table with us today: 
The Lutheran practice of close Communion attempts to prevent a 
person from eating and drinking judgment on himself (1 Corinthians 
11:23–30). Thus, attendance at the Lords Supper implies a four-level 
commitment to Christ. We believe that communicants must: (1) be 
baptized Christians; (2) accept the real presence of Christs body in 
the bread and His blood in the wine; (3) confess and repent of ones 
sins and trust that God offers complete forgiveness of those sins in 
this Sacrament; and (4) share oneness of faith, doctrine and practice 
among those who commune. Those wishing to commune with us 
today who have not done so previously, please see the pastor or an 
elder before the service begins. (Grape juice is available for those 
who do not drink alcohol, and gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request.) 

Para aquellos que desean participar en la Santa Cena con 
nosotros hoy: La práctica luterana de la comunión intenta evitar que 
una persona coma y beba el juicio de Dios sobre sí mismo (1 
Corintios 11:23–30). Por lo tanto, la asistencia a la Cena del Señor 
implica un compromiso de cuatro niveles con Cristo. Creemos que 
los comulgantes deben: (1) ser bautizados como cristianos; (2) 
aceptar la presencia real del cuerpo de Cristo en el pan y Su sangre 
en el vino; (3) confesar y arrepentirse de sus pecados y confiar en 
que Dios ofrece el perdón completo de esos pecados en este 
Sacramento; y (4) compartir la unidad de fe, doctrina y práctica entre 
los que comulgan. Aquellos que desean comulgan con nosotros hoy 
que no lo han hecho anteriormente, por favor vean al pastor o un 
anciano antes de que comience el servicio. (El jugo de uva está 
disponible para aquellos que no beben alcohol, y hostias libres de 
gluten están disponibles bajo petición.) 
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+ PREPARATION + 
 

Theme: “Grace Not Law” 
 
As We Gather:  
 
Human law would expect that the physical descendants of Abraham 
and the people included in the nation of Israel would receive God’s 
promised blessings, but God’s covenant is based on His great grace. 
The covenant to David is for all people, whoever will listen to His 
gracious invitation. “Come to Me,” the Lord says through Isaiah, 
“hear, that your soul may live” (Isaiah 55:3). In the Epistle, Paul 
laments that although the blessings of God came through the Jewish 
people, most have cut themselves off from the promise. His hope lies 
in the grace of God, which says “the children of the promise are 
counted as offspring” (Romans 9:8). And grace continues! Today 
God counts us worthy to serve His gracious plans, just as our Lord 
used even the doubting disciples to feed the 5,000 in the Gospel. 
Grace, indeed! 
 
 
Prelude 
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Welcome 
 
 
Sanctuary 

Lord, prepare me To be a sanctuary, Pure and holy, Tried and true; 
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living Sanctuary for You. 

(repeat from beginning) 
Sanctuary, Thompson, John W. / Scruggs, Randy, © 1982 Whole Armor Music  / Full Armor Publishing  
CCLI License No. 759893 

 
Seek Ye First 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God And His righteousness, 
And all these things Shall be added unto you, 
Allelu, alleluia. 
  
Man shall not live by bread alone, But by ev’ry word 
That proceeds from the mouth of God, 
Allelu, alleluia. 
  
Ask, and it shall be given unto you. Seek, and ye shall find. 
Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you, 
Allelu, alleluia. 
Seek Ye First, Lafferty, Karen  © 1972 Maranatha! Music (Admin. by The Copyright Company) CCLI License 
No. 759893 

 
 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Opening Scripture Psalm 105: 1, 39-43       

P Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon His name; 

C make known His deeds among the peoples! 
  

P He spread a cloud for a covering, and fire to give light by night. 

C They asked, and He brought quail, 
and gave them bread from heaven in abundance. 

 

P He opened the rock, and water gushed out; 

C it flowed through the desert like a river. 
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P  For He remembered His holy promise, and Abraham, His 
servant. 

C So He brought His people out with joy, His chosen ones 
with singing. 
  

P Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon His name; 

C make known His deeds among the peoples! 
 
 
Confession and Absolution 

P Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

We admit, O Lord, that we often do not freely respond to Your 
grace. 

C Forgive us for confusing Your free and eternal grace with 
the ways of this world. In Your mercy, renew our faith and 
instill gratitude in us that we may rely on Your daily and 
eternal blessings. 

  

P We admit that we have not always shared the compassionate 
concern of Paul. We rejoice in having faith but do not always 
share our joy with the people around us. 

C Forgive us and open our eyes to see the opportunities to tell 
of our faith. Give us compassionate hearts to care for those 
who have rejected our Savior’s sacrifice for all people. 

  

P We admit that we have not always considered the needs of 
others before our own, nor how You might use us and our gifts 
for their welfare. 

C Forgive us and increase our faith in You. Move us by Your 
Holy Spirit to be part of the answer to their prayers, for we 
are Your instruments to meet the needs of the people 
around us. 

  

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus, Son of God and Son of 
David, kept God’s eternal covenant. He paid the price with His 
suffering and death for you so that grace might be freely offered 
to you. You are counted as children of Abraham because of the 
faith God has planted within you. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ and by His authority I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Rest assured, your sins are forgiven. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 
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Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, You have promised us forgiveness, life, and 
salvation through Christ, our Lord. 

C Help us to see ourselves as children of Abraham by faith 
and acknowledge that Your blessings come to us 
undeservedly by grace; 

  

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Sharing The Peace of the Lord 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

 
 

+ THE WORD + 
 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:1-5 (ESV) 
 

1”Come, everyone who thirsts, 
 come to the waters; 
and he who has no money, 
 come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
 without money and without price. 
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
 and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen diligently to Me, and eat what is good, 
 and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3Incline your ear, and come to Me; 
 hear, that your soul may live; 
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
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 My steadfast, sure love for David. 
4Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
 a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 
 and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 
because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, 
 for He has glorified you.”  
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Epistle Reading Romans 9:1-13 (ESV) 
 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 
bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2that I have great sorrow and 
unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were 
accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them 
belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, 
the worship, and the promises. 5To them belong the patriarchs, and 
from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over 
all, blessed forever. Amen. 6But it is not as though the word of God 
has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 
7and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, 
but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8This means that 
it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the 
children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9For this is what the 
promise said: “About this time next year I will return and Sarah shall 
have a son.” 10And not only so, but also when Rebecca had 
conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11though they 
were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order 
that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works 
but because of his call— 12she was told, “The older will serve the 
younger.” 13As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Lambs’ Lesson Pr. Herb Hoefer 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 14:13-21 (ESV) 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
13Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], He withdrew 
from there in a boat to a desolate place by Himself. But when the 
crowds heard it, they followed Him on foot from the towns. 14When 
He went ashore He saw a great crowd, and He had compassion on 
them and healed their sick. 15Now when it was evening, the disciples 
came to Him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now 
over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” 16But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give 
them something to eat.” 17They said to Him, “We have only five 
loaves here and two fish.” 18And He said, “Bring them here to Me.”  
19Then He ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking 
the five loaves and the two fish, He looked up to heaven and said a 
blessing. Then He broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And they all ate and 
were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken 
pieces left over. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, 
besides women and children. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
Prayer/Love in Action Requests Gathered 
 

 
Feeding The Five Thousand tune: Kingsfold 

A hungry throng, a wilderness, A deep and gnawing need; 
A single lunch from one small boy, A crumb, a tiny seed; 
But You, the Source of all, were there. As Host, You broke the bread; 
You lifted thanks, the Father blessed, And all were richly fed. 
 
This hungry world, this wilderness, This deep and gnawing need; 
A single Truth, a simple faith Are such a tiny seed. 
But You, the Life of All, are here, Yourself, the Broken Bread. 
You offer up Your life for all, And all are richly fed. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, we come to You, The lavish banquet spread, 
The feast that satisfies the soul, The true, eternal Bread. 
With overflowing joy we dine On life each moment new, 
For all who trust will fully share Forevermore in You! 
Feeding The Five Thousand, WORDS:  Ken Bible. © 2022 LNWhymns.com.  Used by permission under 
CCLI 759893.  

 
 
Sermon Pr. Herb Hoefer 
“God Revealed In The Feeding Of The 5,000” Matt. 14:13-21 
 

 

Creed (sung) 
 
We Believe tune: Come, Thou Fount 

We believe in God the Father, Maker of the Universe, 
And in Christ, His Son our Savior, come to us by virgin birth. 
We believe He died to save us, bore our sins, was crucified; 
Then from death He rose victorious, ascended to the Father’s side.  
 
Jesus, Jesus is our Savior, Jesus, Jesus is our Lord, 
Jesus, name above all others, Son of God, the living Word. 
We believe He sends His Spirit on His church with gifts of power; 
God, His Word of truth affirming, sends us to the nations now.  
 
He will come again in glory, judge the living and the dead, 
Every knee shall bow before Him, then must every tongue confess: 
Jesus, Jesus is our Savior, Jesus, Jesus is our Lord, 
Jesus, name above all others, Son of God, the living Word. 
 
 
Tithes and Offerings 

(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving 
response to all that God has graciously given us, both materially and 
spiritually.) 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us go to our heavenly Father with prayers, praise, and 
thanksgiving. 

 For those who have not truly heard the grace offered to all 
through the everlasting covenant given to David, but rely on the 
letter of the Law, expecting justice instead of mercy, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

C Open their ears to hear and move people of faith to call 
them to turn to Your gracious invitation. 

  

P For the Holy Spirit’s work through Word and Sacrament to instill 
and strengthen the faith of all who call out to God in hope and 
trust, let us praise the Lord. 

C Praise to You, heavenly Father, through Christ our Lord, for 
the gift of faith by the Holy Spirit. 

  

P With one another and our brothers and sisters around the world, 
for all God’s promises, which endure forever, let us thank our 
gracious God. 

C Thanks be to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for Your 
steadfast love. 

  

P For all who face this day with little or no food, with poor shelter 
and tattered clothes, without caring support or necessities, 
dealing with ongoing oppression and persecution, struggling 
through long-term ills and sudden man-made or natural 
disasters, especially...that our gracious God would visit, relieve, 
strengthen, and surround them with caring people and the 
precious Gospel, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Hear our prayers for them and the longing in their hearts, 
gracious Lord. Use us and our gifts to be part of Your 
answer to their fervent prayers. 

 

P For the Lord’s blessings being celebrated this week...let us give 
thanks to the Lord. 

C Gracious God, we thank You for Your goodness and love. 
  

P We bring all these things to You in the name of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 

 
 
(11:00am service, please turn to page 14 for the benediction.) 
 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

We believe in the real presence of the body and blood of Christ 
in Holy Communion.  

Here our Lord offers to us the forgiveness of all our sins. 
(Grape juice is available in the center of the trays for those who do 

not drink alcohol, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.) 
 
 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
Words of Institution 
 
 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 
 
 
I Am The Bread Of Life 

“I am the Bread of life, 
You who come to Me shall not hunger, 
and who believe in Me shall not thirst. 
No one can come to Me unless the Father beckons.” 
 
(Refrain)  
“And I will raise you up, And I will raise you up, 
 And I will raise you up on the last day.” 
  
“The bread that I will give Is My flesh for the life of the world, 
And if you eat of this bread, you shall live forever,   
you shall live forever.” (refrain) 
  
“Unless you eat Of the flesh of the Son of Man 
And drink of His blood, And drink of His blood, 
 You shall not have life within you.” (refrain) 
  
“I am the Resurrection, I am the Life. 
 If you believe in Me, Even though you die, 
 You shall live forever.” (refrain) 
  
Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, 
 The Son of God, Who has come into the world. (refrain) 

“I Am the Bread Of Life”, by Sr. Suzanne Toolan.  © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc.  Used by 
permission under OneLicense, LLC annual license # A-727428.  

 
 
Before The Throne Of God Above 

Before the throne of God above  
I have a strong and perfect plea, 
A great High Priest, whose name is Love, 
Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on His hands, 
My name is written on His heart; 
I know that while in heav’n He stands, 
No tongue can bid me thence depart, 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
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When Satan tempts me to despair, 
And tells me of the guilt within, 
Upward I look, and see Him there, 
Who made an end to all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died 
My sinful soul is counted free, 
For God the Just is satisfied 
To look on Him and pardon me, 
To look on Him and pardon me. 
  
Behold Him there, the risen Lamb 
My perfect, spotless righteousness, 
The great unchangeable “I Am”, 
The King of glory and of grace. 
One with Himself I cannot die, 
My soul is purchased with His blood; 
My life is hid with Christ on high 
With Christ, my Savior and my God.  
With Christ, my Savior and my God.  
  
I bow before the cross of Christ, 
And marvel at this love divine, 
God’s perfect Son was sacrificed 
To make me righteous in God’s eyes. 
This river’s depths I cannot know, 
But I can glory in its flood; 
The Lord Most High has bowed down low, 
And poured on me His glorious love, 
And poured on me His glorious love. 

“Before The Throne of God Above” CCLI song #2306412 © 1997 Sovereign Grace Worship. All rights 
reserved. Used by, Permission under CCLI License # 759893 

 
 
Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, heavenly Father, that You have again 
shown us forgiveness and love in the precious gift of Your Son’s 
body and blood. 

C Grant us strengthened faith through this Sacrament that we 
exhibit in our life Your gracious invitation to eternal life for 
all who believe; 
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P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Announcements 

(See the FYI in the back of the Bulletin for more information.) 
 
 
Grace Alone 

Ev’ry promise we can make, ev’ry prayer and step of faith, 
Ev’ry diff’rence we will make is only by His grace. 
Ev’ry mountain we will climb, ev’ry ray of hope we shine, 
Ev’ry blessing left behind is only by His grace. 
 
(Chorus) 
Grace alone which God supplies,  
Strength unknown He will provide, 
Christ in us our cornerstone, 
We will go forth in grace alone. 
 
Ev’ry soul we long to reach, ev’ry heart we hope to teach, 
Ev’rywhere we share His peace is only by His grace. 
Ev’ry loving word we say, ev’ry tear we wipe away, 
Ev’ry sorrow turned to praise is only by His grace. (chorus) 
Grace Alone, Jeff Nelson / Scott Wesley Brown CCLI Song No. 2335524, © 1998 Maranatha! Music (Admin. 
by The Copyright Company), For use solely in accordance with the SongSelect Basic Terms of Agreement. 
All rights Reserved., CCLI License No. 759893 

 
 
Dismissal 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AUGUST 6, 2023 
† FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY AND CHURCH POTLUCK 
There will be ONE worship service at 10:30am on August 20th, 

followed by a potluck lunch in the Community Room. Fried and grilled 

chicken, drinks, and dinnerware will be provided. A sign-up sheet is 

posted in the Narthex if you would like to bring your favorite main, 

side, salad, or dessert. Make sure it serves 8 to 10 people.  

Can you help with setup or cleanup? You can let us know by filling in 

your name on the sign-up sheet. Join us! 

† NEW MEMBERS TO BE WELCOMED! 
We will have a new member welcome on August 20 at the 10:30am 
Friendship Sunday service. 

CHOIR BEGINS THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 
All singers are invited to join in our choir! Just show up and you are a 

member. Choir practice is each Thursday at 7:00pm. 

† PRAYER NEEDS?  
Contact the church office with any requests, please e-mail: 

office@alcportland.org or call 503-665-8821 Monday through Friday 

9am to 3pm. 

† PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR:  
The Family of Rich Zahursky, The Brown Family, Carolyn Barendse, 

Gina Kreps, Kevin McInaney, Randy Bryant’s Brother, Alma Bangs, 

Judy Blubaum, Robert (Virginia Jacobs’ Brother), Cindy Linnemann, 

Brian Laxton, Karla Deal, Mike Fogarty, Mike Hatley, Lorraine 

Haggard, Esperanza Gutierrez, Kim Laxton, Antonia Martinez 

(mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), *Barbara Schrader, *Larry Hart. 

*Home Bound. 

 

 

 

mailto:office@alcportland.org
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† MILESTONES - SUN., AUGUST 6 - SAT., AUGUST 12 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS:  
Otto Reinert Aug. 7 Douglas Whittier Aug. 7 

Carolyn Barendse Aug. 8 

BIRTHDAYS 

Trever Fogarty Aug. 6 Barbara Lewis Aug. 7 

Lesly Aguilar Aug. 8 Don Brown Aug. 8 

Rosalba Lavadores Aug. 8 Dave Oswald Aug. 8 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 
Bill and Sylvia Guthrie Aug 6, 1959 

 

EVENTS THIS WEEK – SUN., AUG 6 - SAT., AUG. 12 
Sunday, Aug. 6 8:30am Worship with Communion 

 9:45am  Education Hour 

  11:00am Worship  

  5:00pm NO Worship in Spanish  

   This Week 

 6:00pm Online Worship Posted 

Tuesday, Aug. 8 6:00pm Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday, Aug. 9 2:00pm Crafting Get-Together 

Thursday, Aug. 10 6:00pm Praise Team 

Friday, Aug. 11 6:30pm Noche Familiar 

 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK – SUN., AUG 13 - SAT., AUG. 19 
Sunday, Aug. 13 8:30am Worship  

 9:45am  Education Hour 

  11:00am Worship with Communion 

  5:00pm Worship in Spanish 

 6:00pm Online Worship Posted 

Tuesday, Aug. 15 6:00pm 3:10 Group 

Wednesday, Aug. 16 2:00pm Crafting Get-Together 

Thursday, Aug. 17 6:00pm Praise Team 

Friday, Aug. 18 6:30pm Noche Familiar 
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ASSISTING IN SERVICE TODAY, AUG. 6, 2023 

 8:30am 11:00am 

Elder: Randy Schroeder Dan Parshall 

Acolytes:   

Ushers: Bob Rekdahl Marcus Young 

 Stan Chapulis Matthias McInaney  

 Jim Eckart 

 NEEDED 

Audio/Visual: Stan Chapulis Laura Potter 

PowerPoint:  Wanda Cassetty Rebecca Williamson 

Greeters: Margo Bachhuber Carrie Graham 

 Elizabeth Alvarado 

Readers:  Randy Schroeder Carlyn Staudt 

Altar Guild: Both Services Debbie Rekdahl 

Flowers: Both Services NEEDED 

Counters: Both Services Karon Keup and  

  Sheryl Maier 

ASSISTING IN SERVICE SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2023 

 8:30am 11:00am 

Elder: Randy Bryant Bob Ritchie 

Acolytes:   

Ushers: Stan Chapulis Matthias McInaney  

 NEEDED Johnnie Driessner 

  James Freeman 

  Bob Freeman 

Audio/Visual: Teresa Osgood John Hazen 

PowerPoint:  Taylor Osgood Rebecca Williamson 

Greeters: Sue Lewis Christina Freeman 

 Heather Gulde Virginia Jacobs 

Readers:  Sheryl Maier Karon Keup 

Altar Guild: Both Services Wendy Hazen 

Flowers: Both Services Don Brown 

Counters: Both Services Dave and Jan Oswald 
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Office hours for the week of August 7-11 

Monday August 7 - 9am to 12pm 

Tuesday, August 8 - 9am to 12pm 

Wednesday, August 9 - 10am to 1pm 

Thursday, August 10 - Closed 

Friday, August 11 - 10am to 12pm 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821  Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement:  
~Go and Share Jesus Christ~ 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Take part…Join Jesus on His mission.” 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being 
God’s witnesses in Gresham, and in all of Portland and the 
Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond 
to the love of the Triune God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; 
the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in Heaven to become flesh 
and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the 
devil, that we too might live with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, 
Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus through God’s Word 
and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the 
Lutheran perspective can be summarized in three short phrases: 
Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone.  

STAFF 

Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 
pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Pastor 
pastorekyah@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber and Rebecca Williamson, Treasurers 
treasurer@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Laura Potter, Property Management 

property@alcportland.org 


